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STUDENTSof SekolahBeras-
ramaPenuh Integrasi(SBPI)
Kuantan will be placed in
temporary hostels outside the
schoolasfiveof itsbuildingshave
been declaredunsafefollowinga
landslidebehindthegirls'hostel.
Deputy Education Minister Dr
Mohd PuadZarkashisaidthemin-
istryhadrentedshophousesome
1.5kmfrom the school for three
+monthstohousethe500students,
including130freshies.
"Wewill be using the stateEd-
ucationDepartment'sbusesto fer-
ry the studentsto and from the
school.Meanwhile,aretainingwall
is being built at the site of the
landslideatacostof RM409,000.
"The Public WorksDepartment
(PWD)will continuetomonitorthe
schooloncethewall is built aswe
areworriedthatanotherlandslide
mayoccur,"saidPuadafterameet-
the-peopleprogrammein Punggor,
Rengit,hereyesterday.
The landslide was believedto
havebeentriggeredbyflashfloods
on ChristmasEve.
In theincident,thegirls'hostels,
staffquarters,theprincipal'shouse
and the dining hall wereaffected
anddeclaredunsafe.
PuadsaidthePWDforensicteam
conductedtwo inspectionsin the
area,includingoneon Friday,be-
fore declaringthe buildings un-
safe.
In anotherdevelopment,Puad
said seven schools in Kelantan
would be closedtodaybecauseof
floods.
TheschoolsareSMKRantauPan-
jang,SekolahAgamaBantuanKer-
'ajaan(SABK)DiniahBongor,SABK
AI FalahSiram,SKSriRantauPan-
jang1,SKSriRantauPanjang2,SK
RantauPanjangand SJK(C) Khay
Boon,RantauPanjang.
"Other schoolswill be open as
usual. The Tumpat district edu-
cationofficehasbeenputon alert
afterflood andstrongwind warn-
ingswereissuedforthearea,"said
Puad,whoisBatuPahatmemberof
parliament.
He also said the ministry was
studying a new school model in
flood-proneareasto minimiseloss
of propertyandequipment.
"Thenewmodelwill seeonlyan
openhallbuilt onthegrpundfloor
whileclassrooms,officesandcom-
puterroomswill be locatedon the
upperfloors.
"For schools that are used as
floodreliefcentres,wewill provide
morefacilities,suchasbathrooms.
Thesearetheministry'slong-term
plans to minimisethe lossesthat
thegovernmenthastosufferevery
year as a result of floods," he
added.
He said this year,39 schoolsin
Terengganuand 25 in Kelantan
wereaffectedbyfloods.
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A portionofthedamagedretainingwallyesterday,whichcollapsedataresidentialcollegein UniversitiPutra
Malaysiain Serda1'lgonFriday.Pic by Mokhsin Abidin
Localcouncilsneedmore
expertsto monitorslopes
SERDANC: More slope monitoring
and maintenanceunits shouldbe
establishedinlocalcouncilstostudy
earthmovements.
WorksMinisterDatukSeriShaz-
iman Abu Mansor said although
Kuala Lumpur City Hall, Petaling
JayaCityCouncilandAmpangJaya
MunicipalCouncil eachhad slope
units,theywereinadequateconsid-
eringthenumberofactiveslopesin
theirterritory.
Shazimansaidwhileminormon-
itoringandmaintenanceof a slope
wasquiteeasy,inspectingthemois-
turelevel,strengthandthelevelof
stressthe slopeswere facing re-
quiredexpertise.
"We needengineersand geolo-
giststotakethenecessarymeasures
to preventa tragedy,as the most
importantmeasuresareprevention
andearlydetection.
"Monitoring and maintenance
shouldbe an ongoingprocessbe-
causelandslidesdonotusuallyhap-
penduringtheconstructionperiod
but 15or 20 yearsafterthe con-
structioniscompleted."
Shazimansaidthatguidelineson
slope maintenanceand develop-
mentwereestablishedbytheHous-
ingandLocalGovernmentMinistry
in2009.
"However,enforcementisanissue
becauseof lack of manpower.The
Public WorksDepartmentis mon-
itoring and maintaining up to
21,000activeslopesacrossthecoun-
try,butwelackexpertstooverseeall
the slopesat the sametime,"said
Shazimanafter inspectinga col-
lapsedretainingwallataresidential
collegein UniversitiPutraMalaysia
(UPM)yesterday.
Thewallcollapsed uringadown-
pouronFriday,damagingsevenmo-
torcycles.
Shazimanpresenteda personal
contributionof RMSOOto eachof
thesevenaffectedstudents.
UPM vice-chancellorProf Datuk
DrMohdFauziRamlansaidthatall
buildingsinUPM hadbeeninspect-
ed and found to be safe.He said
UPM waslookingintowaysofhelp-
ingtheaffectedstudents.
